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Did Anyone Bring A Gun?

“Did anyone bring a gun?” asked Heyd Fontenot, moderator of the “Shoot
Your Mouth Off” panel discussion last Saturday evening. That’s probably a
smart question to ask when one is in a state that has legalized the right to
carry concealed handguns onto school grounds. No one was packing. No one
even talked about muzzle velocity or modified ejection ports. Instead, the
discussion moved immediately into more complex topics as panelist Noah
Simblist discussed how architecture frames violence and the assertion of
power through the positioning of weaponry. Discussion followed about the
beautification of weapons (such as “Hello Kitty” designer guns), the
artist/writer William S. Burroughs’s gun fetish, and the practice of collecting
of “tough art” as the audience and panelists jointly navigated topics of power,
violence, and cultural norms that aren’t so normal.

The panel was the verbal companion piece to the “Gun & Knife Show” co-
curated by Fontenot and Web and held at CentralTrak. The art in the
exhibit takes into account the fascination with guns and the ability of artists
to re-contextualize the weaponry. Both the panel discussion and art show
were an invitation to disrupt classic right/wrong notions about weapons,
seeing them as both artwork and cultural icon in a region with a
predominance of gun ownership.

Many audience members offered up stories, mentioning that they grew up
with guns and art in the house. Which begs the question of how learned
cultural behaviors replicate themselves, simultaneously furthering the

Art Rev iew: A
Violent Memorial at
The MAC

Did Any one Bring A
Gun?

Esteban Vicente:
Concrete
Improv isations:
Collages and
Sculpture

Dallas Museum and
Menil Jointly
Acquire Sculpture
By  Maurizio
Cattelan

View All:

Art Review: A Violent

Memorial at The MAC (Visual

Arts)

Spring Celebrat ion Series

(Theater & Dance)

The Hangover Part II

(Movies)

Kung Fu Panda 2

(Movies)

Hydrogen Jukebox

(Opera)

VISUAL ARTS

MORE

RATINGS

CATEGORIES
Architecture

Books

Classical Music

Comics

Movies

FrontRow

Visual Arts

The Opening of Chef RedFork In
Dallas is Delayed
SideDish |  by Andrew Chalk

Anatomy of a D Magazine Cover
Shoot
FrontBurner |  by Tim Rogers

LIVE BLOG FEED

Vote Now
on the City's
Best Services

TOP STORY

BLOGS BEST OF BIG D RESTAURANTS BARS ENTERTAINMENT EVENTS PARTY PICS

HOME SHOPPING HOME & GARDEN WEDDINGS FIND A DOCTOR FIND A LAWYER IPHONE GIVEAWAYS

Search

D

Subscribe Today!

FOLLOW D LOGIN!FIND IT BLOGS VIDEOS BUZZWORTHY MAGAZINES

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.dmagazine.com
http://www.dmagazine.com/Blogs.aspx
http://sidedish.dmagazine.com/2011/05/26/the-opening-of-chef-redfork-in-dallas-is-delayed/
http://sidedish.dmagazine.com
http://frontburner.dmagazine.com/2011/05/26/anatomy-of-a-d-magazine-cover-shoot/
http://frontburner.dmagazine.com
http://surveys.dmagazine.com/bestofbigd2011-services
http://surveys.dmagazine.com/bestofbigd2011-services
http://www.dmagazine.com/Blogs.aspx
http://www.dmagazine.com/DBest.aspx
http://www.dmagazine.com/Restaurants.aspx
http://www.dmagazine.com/Nightlife.aspx
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com
http://www3.dmagazine.com/events
http://www.dmagazine.com/Nightlife.aspx
http://www.dmagazine.com/
http://www.dmagazine.com/FashionAndShopping.aspx
http://www.dmagazine.com/HomeAndGarden.aspx
http://www.dmagazine.com/Weddings.aspx
http://directory.dmagazine.com/medical
http://directory.dmagazine.com/lawyers
http://www3.dmagazine.com/content/d-recommends
http://www.dmagazine.com/giveaways
http://www.dmagazine.com/joinus
http://www.dmagazine.com/MemberLogin.aspx
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com/category/visual-arts
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com/author/ryder-richards/
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com/2011/05/art-review-what-an-art-show-says-about-gun-obsessed-texas/
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com/2011/05/art-review-a-violent-memorial-at-the-mac/
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com/2011/05/art-review-esteban-vicente-the-patient-teacher-painter/
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com/2011/05/dallas-museum-and-menil-jointly-acquire-sculpture-by-maurizio-cattelan/
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com/category/visual-arts
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com/category/reviews/go-see-it
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com/category/reviews/worth-a-shot
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com/category/reviews/dont-bother
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com/2011/05/art-review-a-violent-memorial-at-the-mac/
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com/2011/05/dance-review-%e2%80%98spring-celebration%e2%80%99-makes-room-for-drama-virtuosity-and-sex-appeal/
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com/2011/05/the-hangover-sequel-steps-up-the-raunchiness-loses-some-laughs/
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com/2011/05/kung-fu-panda-2-does-the-cuddly-martial-arts-masters-charm-still-have-kick/
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com/2011/05/opera-review-why-phillip-glass-has-a-gift-for-setting-allen-ginsberg-to-music/
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com/category/architecture-urbanism
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com/category/books
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com/category/classical-music
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com/category/comics
http://frontrow.dmagazine.com/category/movies
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Post Comment

cultural behaviors replicate themselves, simultaneously furthering the
appreciation of both weaponry and fine art in our society.
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